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1. What is worship?
a. The word worship is formed from two words worth and ship. So worship means proclaiming the greatness of God who has worth. It is giving praise to the God of salvation, glory, and power (Revelation 19:1).

2. What is Holy Qurbana?

a. It is one of the seven sacraments in the church, sacrament means experiencing God’s grace. The life of Jesus is the greatest sacrament through which we received God’s grace. When we receive Jesus, our life will become a channel of God’s grace in the world. Qurbana means thanksgiving. It is the remembrance of the death of Jesus, the celebration of His resurrection, and hope of His Second Coming.

3. Why should we use written form of worship?

a. To transfer our basic Christian faith to the new generation

b. To worship in a proper and orderly way (1 Cor. 14:40)

c. To reveal the collective aspect of the faith community rather than the individualistic interests

d. To keep up the unity of the church

e. Our liturgy has two main parts

i. Liturgy of the Word of God

ii. Liturgy of breaking of bread. 

iii. Our Church gives equal importance to those two parts.

4. Why do we use symbols in worship?

a. Eastern liturgy is very much symbolic. Symbols are used to make the worship more meaningful and attractive. Three types of symbols are used:

i. Gestures

1. Bow down heads, kneel down, stand up, raise hands, etc. 

ii. Persons

1. Church is the priesthood community of Christ (Heb. 7:26-28, I Peter 2:9).

2. Priest is the representative of the worshipping community.

3. The worshipers represent the whole creation (Psa. 148).

4. Choir represents the angels in Heaven

iii. Items

1. Sanctuary: It is built in the east-west direction to worship Jesus who is the morning star (Rev. 2:28). Sanctuary has two parts, representing the Heaven and the Earth. The curtain separates them. Curtain symbolizes the body of Jesus Christ through which we enter into Heaven (Heb. 10:19).

2. Thronos: It symbolizes the seat of God’s grace and the altar where Jesus was crucified (Heb. 4:16).

3. Cross: It symbolizes the resurrection of Jesus Christ

4. Candles: They remind us that we are called to be the light of the world reflecting the real light which is Jesus Christ (Mt. 5:14, Jn. 8:12).

5. Bread and Wine: They are the symbols of the body and blood of Jesus Christ.

6. Incense: It is a symbol of our prayer going up to Heaven. The smell and smoke also symbolize the faith and love by which the hearts of believers are filled.

7. Baptismal Font: It symbolizes the spiritual womb through which every believer becomes a member of the church.

8. Syth (Olive Oil) and Muron: They are the symbols of healing and anointing of the Holy Spirit respectively. 

9. Ring, Crown, and Minnu: They are used in weddings. Ring and crown symbolize the faithfulness of the couple with Jesus Christ. Jesus is the bridegroom and the church is the bride. Jesus had redeemed the Church and sealed it for Him through the cross. Minnu is a symbol of female fertility and it reminds the faithfulness between bride and bridegroom.

10. Priestly Dress (Vestments): It symbolizes the preparation of the priest for the worship, glory of worship, and the armor of God (Ex. 28:2, Eph. 6:13-18). Head dress of Bishops (masnapsa) symbolizes the inheritance of Jesus and His twelve Apostles, and the crown of Jesus that He received on the cross.
