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1. Was the baptism of Jesus in water an act for imitation?

a. No. It is not Christian baptism. Jesus received baptism from John the Baptist with special purpose

i. To fulfill the righteousness (Matt. 3:13). It means to fulfill the law (Dt. 6:25, Ezek. 18:9). According to the Law of Moses, a priest has to have three requirements and Jesus fulfilled them (Matt. 5:17).
1. He completed 30 years (Num. 4:2,4,6)
2. He was called by God (Ex. 28, Heb. 5:4-10)

3. He was washed by another priest (Num. 8:6, Levi. 9:14) Jesus was High Priest and the Lamb of Sacrifice at the same time (Gen. 14:8, Psa. 110:6, John 1:36, Heb. 6:20, 7:1-3, 26-28), so baptism was an act of proclamation of His priesthood.
ii. To proclaim that Jesus is the Messiah, the Son of God, God and John the Baptist witnessed that Jesus is the Messiah (John 1:33). Water was the third witness (Deut. 17:16, John 5:1-10). God proclaimed that Jesus is the King and the Suffering Servant (Is. 42:1, 7-8, Matt. 3:17). The true baptism of Jesus was not the baptism in water, but was the death on the cross (Mark 10:38, Luke 12:50), and it is the one baptism for redemption from sins (Eph. 4:5). Christian baptism was started after the resurrection of Jesus, and it is not the baptism of John the Baptist (Acts 19:1-5). John came to prepare the way for Jesus.

2. What is the purpose of Christian baptism?

a. The Church gives baptism as an act of union with Christ and with the Church, the body of Christ (Rom. 6:3-5, I Cor. 12:13, Gal. 3:27, Eph. 1:23). Circumcision was to be united with Israel, the Old Testament Church (Gen.17:24). The children born within the Church were given circumcision and baptism and then were brought up in faith (Gen. 17:12, Matt. 28:19-20). But the adults were given circumcision and baptism at the context of religious conversion (Gen. 17:24, Mark 16:16). Through baptism one becomes a member of his church, the royal priesthood (I Peter 2:9). Christian baptism is an act of identification with death and resurrection of Jesus (Rom. 6:3-5, Col. 2:11-12). Since Christ has died once and forever, baptism also should be once (Eph. 4:5). In the Nicene Creed, we proclaim that redemption for our sins is through one baptism that is the death of Jesus Christ.

3. Is baptism in water the basis of salvation?

a. No, because salvation is through God’s grace, and not through any religious rituals (Eph. 2:8). The death of Jesus on the cross is the baptism of Jesus through which we get salvation (Mark 10:38, Luke 12:50). Jesus never baptized anyone in water (John 4:2). Also, Jesus never asked those who received forgiveness and healing to get baptized. The thief on the cross got paradise by faith, not by baptism. The Apostles of Jesus did not receive baptism in water, but they were baptized by the Holy Spirit on Pentecost (Acts 2). Water used for baptism is a symbol of Jesus Christ and the Holy Spirit (John 3:5, 4:14, 7:37-39). Quantity of water is not a necessary factor in baptism. For example, Israelites received baptism through the Red Sea without touching water. Also, Noah and family received baptism without immersing in water (I Cor. 10:2, I Pet. 3:20-21). There was no water in the upper room to baptize three thousand people on Pentecost (Acts 2:41). St. Paul was sent by Christ to preach the Gospel, but not to baptize (I Cor. 1:15-17). Baptism in water is not a necessity to receive the Holy Spirit (John 7:37-39, Acts 1:4-5, 8:14-17, 10:44-47, 19:17-18). The new commandment Jesus gave is to love each other, and it is the criteria for the final judgment (Matt. 25:31-46, John 13:34).
4. What is the relevance of infant baptism?

a. Infant baptism has relevance because:

i. They are able to receive God’s grace and blessings (Mar 10:13-16).

ii. They are able to believe in Jesus, and they belong to God’s kingdom (Matt. 18:1-6, Luke 9:46-48). 

iii. God receives praise of children (Psa. 8:2, Matt. 21:16).

iv. They can receive the Holy Spirit (Luke 1:15, Acts 2:38).

v. Children are born from God and are set apart from birth (Is. 44:2, Jer. 1:5, Gal. 1:15).

vi. They are able to get forgiveness for sins (I John 2:12).

vii. God will bless children because of the faith of their parents (Matt. 8:10, 15:28, 19:13-15, Mark 2:5).

viii. Children of Christian parents are called Holy (I Cor. 7:14).

ix. In the Early Church, children were not excluded from baptism of families (Acts 10:48, 16:15, 18:8, I Cor. 1:16).

x. Epistles were written to children because they were members of the Church (Eph. 6:1-4, Col 3:20).

xi. Children were given circumcision and baptism and then were brought up in faith (Gen. 17:10-14, Matt. 28:19-20). 

xii. Children were never baptized in Jewish religion from other religions. Jesus never spoke against it.

xiii. References about infant baptism are seen in the writings of the Early Church Fathers.

xiv. Infant baptism is an occasion of purification of parents and the faith community. Godparents are representatives of the Church. At the time of infant baptism, the parent and the godparents take an oath that they renounce Satan, and believe in Christ. Purification of parents and faith community is necessary for the purification of the child. 

xv. Salvation is a continuing process starting from the birth until the Second Coming of Jesus. Justification, purification, and glorification are different steps of this continuing process of Salvation. Rebirth is an act of the Holy Spirit who gives birth and renews. Faith is the gift of God which enables us to grow up in salvation. Baptism of a child is an occasion to dedicate the child for the grace of God through which Salvation is possible.  
