Revelation 2-3
Brief Background Notes:

1.  The 7 Churches were historical and symbolic congregations.  They were real in that context yet, also in every time and place.  7, signifying completion/universality applicable to all churches.

Ephesus 

·  Place of the great Temple of Artemis (famous throughout all of Asia)

· One of the largest cities in the world at the time ( port city)

Smyrna

· 200, 000 pop. 

· Beautiful city (port)

· Center of emperor worship which was more of a political allegiance than religious.  However, Christians refused to act resulting in prejudice, imprisonment and even death.
Pergamum 

· Provincial capital of Roman Asia

· Known for its wealth, also shrines to gods (Greek gods of Zeus, Asklepios- famous medical school) of healing and many pilgrimages to the city

· The Christians were affected by their surroundings.  Reference to “Balaam” suggests a relaxing of moral standards in the church.

· The Church permitted false teachers to establish some authority over them

Thyatira

· This was a commercial center during the time of writing.  

· Known for manufacture and dyeing of cloth

· Though the church was active, it had accepted the leadership of a woman characterized as “Jezebel”.  (The first Jezebel introduced idolatry and gross immorality in ancient Israel).

· The church was divided into faithful and corrupted segments

Sardis

· A prosperous and strategic city known for its successful defense against invaders

· Also known for burial mounds “like a thousand hills on the skyline” – 7 miles from city

· Reputation for vitality but was a dead as the nearby necropolis

· But, even in Sardis “saints” dressed in white as a symbol of overcoming not just purity.  
Philadelphia

· City of brotherly love

· Lay on a major highway and a major fortress

· Earthquake prone

· Center of learning “little Athens”
Laodicea

· Wealthy city. Church also shared in that prosperity

· Produced a famous black wool

· Also produced “Phrygian powder” a famed cure for eye diseases

· Social acceptability and material prosperity

